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ACTIVIST THEATRE TROUPE SENT TO PRISON

“Forgiven/Forgotten”: a play that gets audiences talking

Founded in 2011, Theatre of the Beat has quickly gained a reputation as a Social Justice theatre 

troupe; tackling tough topics that people don’t usually like to talk about. Forgiven/Forgotten, the 

newest addition to the troupe's growing repertoire, addresses issues of crime and our responses to 

those effected by it most. 

[Theatre of the Beat is] controversial and thought-provoking, and they wouldn't have it any other way.  

-City TV (Toronto, ON)

“A play is a great way to get people talking.” Says writer/director Johnny Wideman. “When a story 

draws you in, and allows you to put a face to an offender or give voice to a victim, you begin to see 

the complexities of the issues.” That is why Mennonite Central Committee's Restorative Justice 

Program commissioned Theatre of the Beat to develop this piece. They wanted a tool which would 

engage communities and encourage them to grapple with concepts of justice and crime.

"Forgiven/Forgotten was one of the most astounding expressions of 'living justice' I have experienced in art form.”

-Margot Van Sluytman, Poet, BA, MA, csja (Calgary)

The response has been remarkable. Having performed the show across the country, in theatres, high 

schools, churches and even prisons, the troupe has played in a wide-range of venues. But, 

regardless of the audience, every performance has inspired dialogue and discussion about 

Restorative Justice. “That's the great thing about this piece: every community responds differently 

because it really meets the audience where they are at.” 

“[Forgiven/Forgotten is] spreading a positive message on stage."

-Rogers TV (Richmond Hill, ON)

Following the story of a family, and their reactions to learning that an offender will be serving his 

parole in their community, Forgiven/Forgotten examines the rippling effects of crime and the 

individuals who get lost in its wake. “It really hits home, no matter who you are”, says Wideman. “It 

puts you in the shoes of the characters on stage.” The result, an emotionally driven piece with a hard-

hitting script, and talented performers; it is sure to get audiences talking.   

If you’d interested in booking Theatre of the Beat or would like more information about the show, 

please contact Johnny Wideman at (416) 725-6452 or johnny@theatreofthebeat.com. For more 

information on Theatre of the Beat, go to www.theatreofthebeat.com. 

Thank you for your interest. 
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Dear Host,

Some Place to Crash:
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Some Space:

Some Technology:

Some Promo:
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A stranger in need, a congregation in turmoil, an offender in the midst. On (Insert Date Here), 
critically acclaimed drama troupe, Theatre of the Beat will be presenting “Forgiven/Forgotten” 
at (Name of the location). Join us for a thought-provoking theatre experience like no other, 
admission is (List price/donation). For info about the show visit www.theatreofthebeat.com
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